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__________________________________________________________________________________
Piotr Sadłocha
President of ELARD
ul. Zapłotnia 5a
26-025 Łagów, Poland

Łagów, 17 November, 2025


Dear [NAME],


As you know, the European Commission’s proposal for the next Multiannual Financial Framework was published this summer. As ELARD, the European LEADER Association for Rural Development, we advocate for those that implement local-led rural development, and in this context, we identified various worrying lines in the new proposals. We come to you today with ready-made solutions for you to defend in your various mandates.

Some of our concerns regard the lack of ring-fencing in any the proposed regulations, whether it is the CAP, Cohesion, ESF+, EMFAF or even neighbouring countries; and that it is increasingly steered towards a purely agricultural objective. Without explicit protection in the main regulation and strong advocacy at both EU and national levels, and a broader scope to support rural development as a whole, there is a serious risk of losing the scale, identity, and impact that LEADER-CLLD have built over the past 30 years. This position is supported by 35 000 + stakeholders in Europe, who signed our petition “A Stronger Future for Rural Europe” earlier this year.

This would be a major setback for rural, coastal, insular, mountainous, and remote areas, which make up 80% of the EU’s territory and are home to nearly one in three Europeans. Diluting LEADER-CLLD means weakening local democracy, innovation, and community-led solutions, at the very time that our rural areas Need this support most. 

This is why we come to you today to share our propositions for amendments of the new regulations. We have worked on them together with a specialised lawyer. You will find them in the attached document.  

It is true that Vice-President Fitto’s announced an upcoming Right to Stay strategy, which resonates with LEADER-CLLD’s mission to enable people to build meaningful lives and livelihoods in their home territories, but this is not enough. But we still need Member States to insist on the attached changes in their negotiations with the Commission. For this, we need strong voices like yours to disseminate the message. Our amendments are designed to maintain strong community-led mechanisms, ensure multi-sectoral participation, and guarantee that resources reach rural, coastal, and peripheral areas where they can have the greatest impact.

On our end, our 33 members from 27 EU member States and 3 candidate countries are each alerting their governments on the issues we found, but we would be grateful if you could bring them as well in the various forum you are in with European Institutions, or back in your member state. 

We remain fully available for any question you might have.

Yours sincerely,


Piotr Sadłocha
President of ELARD
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