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NEXRUR PROJECT LAUNCHED TO FOSTER
SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS MODELS FOR RURAL
RESILIENCE ACROSS THE EU AND CHINA

10 October 2025, Xiamen (China) - The NEXRUR project kicked-off today in Xiamen,
China, with a European launch to follow in Potsdam, Germany, on 22 October 2025. With
this start, the project embarks on its mission to foster next-generation innovative and
sustainable business models in rural areas across Europe and China, built on a shared
vision of community-led entrepreneurship.

Rural areas and agriculture as well as aquaculture are facing major economic, social and
environmental challenges regarding climate change, loss of biodiversity and water supply.
Consequently, there is a need for new or improved innovative business and production
models in rural areas that tackle these challenges and have an impact on sustainability.

NEXRUR's main objective is to investigate the innovation dynamics and strategies for
change in rural areas, through international cooperation between the EU and China,
enabling farmers and their communities to develop, select and upscale new or improved
sustainable business models and monitor their economic, social and environmental
impact on rural resilience.

“With NEXRUR, we share knowledge and best practices between Europe and China
to support farmers and communities in rural areas co-design and co-create
sustainable business models through a network of established community-led
cases. By combining knowledge, practice, and international cooperation, we aim
to strengthen rural resilience, generating more jobs, better services, improved
access to healthy food, and greater value for agriculture.”- Philipp Grundmann,
NEXRUR Project Coordinator from ATB

NEXRUR will generate new knowledge on community-led agricultural business models,
bringing together conceptual with practical research, contributing to the generation of a
knowledge base and facilitating co-design and co-innovation in a network of 22 diverse
community cases (15 in the EU and 7 in China) and 7 selected start-up cases (5 in the
EU and 2 in China).

Besides, NEXRUR will verify the social and environmental performance of community-led
aqua- and agricultural businesses in different contexts, agri-food value chains,
pedoclimatic zones and socioeconomic and environmental conditions in the EU and
China.
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NEXRUR's results will showcase a summary of tested and improved pathways, strategies,
tools and policy recommendations for the successful community-led businesses model
development. Both the new knowledge generated and a monitoring framework for aqua-
and agricultural businesses, will be widely disseminated in the EU, China and beyond,
inspiring the uptake of innovative production activities able to increase the prosperity of
farmers.

NEXRUR officially started activities on 10ctober 2025 and will run for 4 years. The project

consortium, coordinated by Leibniz-lnstituf fur Aarartechnik und Biookonomie eV (ATB,
Germany), connects 21 partners from Europe: HQumboldi-Universitat zu Berlin (UBER,
Germany), Slichting Wadeningen Besearch (WR, Netherlands), Universidad de BUrdog
(UBU, Spain), Collgborgting CentreonSustaingble Consumption and Brodyction 9GmbH
(CSCP, Germany), QISE Bescarch Institutes of Sweden AD (RISE, Sweden), Suerides
lantbrulsuniversitet (SLU, Sweden), GreenovaielLurops (GIE, Belgium), Bundesanstaltiun
Agranwirtsehaft und Berabauernirgaen (BAB, Austrio), fundacion Ceniro SUropco do
Empresas e lpnovacion de Murcia (CEEIM, Spain), Cluster Viooikonomigs kai
Rerivaliontos Dvtikis Makedonigs (CLUBE, Greece), Eundgcion Universitaria San Anfonio
(UCAM, Spain), Agsocigtion Europcenne Leader pourle Developpement Burgl (ELARD,
Belgium), GreenElex (France), Maavar Akvakulturg Technolodial s 1nnovacios Platform
Eaveslict (HUNATIP, Hungary), gabalg lonovation Consuliind SA, (Spain), CooRSralic
sigdslandbouw Qostenwold UA, (Netherlands), Yergin fic Landschafispiicde Dotsdamer
Kultudandschafl g\, (LPVPo, Germany), Lgndschafispicaeverband Brigniiz Buopincr

kand cV. (LPVPR, Germany), Asecigcion de Broductores de Ganado Crigdo g Dagto
(DeYerba, Spain).

The 9 partners from China are Lnsiilule ol Urban Eovionment Chinese Acaderny ol

You can keep up with project progress on the Linkedln page and on the project yebsite,

Contact

e Coordination: ATB - Leibniz-Institut fur Agrartechnik und Biodkonomie €.V, Philipp

Grundmann, panundmann@aibopoisdamde and pexur@aib potisdamde
e Communication: Greenovate! Europe, jgfo@dreenovate-curope eu

Project information
e Grant Agreement ID: 101181273

e Call topic: HORIZON-CL6-2024-COMMUNITIES-02-2-two-stage - New sustainable
business and production models for farmers and rural communities (RIA)
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e Full name: NEXT GENERATION SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS MODELS AND
MONITORING FOR RURAL RESILIENCE AND INNOVATION
e Budget: € 5999 774,50

* F ded b Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those
: * unde y of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or
F ek the EUI’Opean Union the European Research Executive Agency (REA). Neither the European Union nor

the granting authority can be held responsible for them.



